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by Tom Johnson 

For the 49th year, the Bay Village Kiwanis Club 
has sent outstanding Bay High School seniors 
out into the world with money for school in 

their pockets.
On July 27, Kiwanians handed out $16,500 

in academic achievement awards to 18 members 
of the class of 2010 in supper ceremonies at Bay 
Lodge. Students and parents applauded as Bay 
School Superintendent Clint Keener read their 
achievements as the students came to the podium 
one by one to receive their checks.

Department awards in technology, English, 
drama, music and business went to students whose 
teachers feel they are outstanding in their fields. 
They include Michael Washington, Sarah Chen, 
Jacob Faile, Erin Stevens, Rebecca Fyffe, Andy Meyer 
and Meredith Horrigan. An award for the most inspi-
rational students went to Nicole Craft.

Kiwanis and Key Club awards went to Nate 
Campbell, Elizabeth DiFiore, Meredith Liedtke, Rachel 
Stone, MaryKate McHugh, Sarah Lipperman and Alexandra 
Puntel. The Ronald L. Dezember Memorial Music Award, 
named for a club founder, went to Katelyn Waddle.

A new honor this year, the Randy N. Stang Good 
Neighbor Award, was awarded to Andrew Brandt and 
Jessica Kuh. The award is named for the late Randy N. 
Stang, a beloved Kiwanian and community leader who 
exemplified the Kiwanis commitment to serving chil-
dren. It was co-sponsored by the Bay Village Education 
Foundation and the Kiwanis Club.

Superintendent Keener reminded students and their 
parents that the awards are intended to help students going 
to college with book purchase money and other expenses. 
A Kiwanis Committee chaired by Rhonda Schneider pored 
over dozens of applications from students who exhibited 

strong scholastic, moral and social skills throughout their 
academic careers, weighing the students’ service to their 
school, community and to people in need.

Master of Ceremonies John Solomon explained to the 
sixty-plus students, parents and club members present 
that Bay Kiwanians raise money for the scholarship the 
hard way – they work for it. Kiwanis sponsor such hands-
on events as community pancake breakfasts, fish fries, 
Christmas tree sales, special events and their legendary 
Bay Days Curly Fries booth. The club actually sponsors 
and manages Bay Days, along with its classic car show, 
bike, trike and wagon contest, and family games, provid-
ing funds for a wide range of community needs. 
Tom Johnson is president-elect of the Bay Village 
Kiwanis Club.

BAY KIWANIS HONOREES -- Sixteen of eighteen 2010 Bay High School Kiwanis Award winners gather for a group 
photo at the Bay Community Center. They are, third row, from left: Michael Washington (wearing cap), Sarah 
Chen, Jacob Faile, Erin Stevens, Andy Meyer, Meredith Horrigan and Nicole Craft. Second row, from left: Katelyn 
Waddle, Nate Campbell, Elizabeth DiFiore, Meredith Liedtke, and MaryKate McHugh. First row, from left: Sarah 
Lipperman, Alexandra Puntel, Andrew Brandt and Jessica Kuh. Not shown are Rebecca Fyffe and Rachel Stone.

Bay High grads 
net $16,500 in Bay 
Kiwanis awards

by Charles Kettler

The Westlake Discount Drug Mart store is hosting 
the first ever Open Throttle 2010 Motorcycle 
Classic on August 14, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. This 

is the first ever show of its kind for Drug Mart. OT is 
a group that puts on shows and cookouts to benefit 
local groups. This year’s show benefits the Westlake 
Police Dept. D.A.R.E. program. The event is free and 
open to the public.

We have a great show put together. Good times for 
all ages. DJ Jeff will be playing music all day.  The band 
TORRN will be performing from 12-2 p.m. Time Warner 
Cable, Top Shelf Coffee, The Henkel company and Henkel 
Duck Tape Duck will be on site. The Cleveland Gladiator 
Goddess, dance team, Kick off Crew and mascot will be 
in attendance along with Moondog from the Cleveland 
Cavaliers, and Sully from the Lake Erie Monsters.

This is a motorcycle show. There is no fee to enter 
but donations are welcome. There are 21 awards being 
handed out. The public does the voting. If you are 
interested in entering the show early, so as not to miss 
a spot, this is the information needed: Name, Address, 
Email, Phone, Group you are entering (Sport, Vintage, 
Custom, Touring or Cruiser).

There are many ways to enter:
1. Send your info to Openthrottle1@yahoo.com
  or Chip@openthrottle.org. 
2. Call the Open Throttle phone number at 440- 

 941-5102.
3. Call or stop in to the Westlake Discount Drug  

 Mart (27300 Detroit Rd.,  440-871-6077).
4. Visit the Open Throttle website, www.open 

 throttle.org, and click on Registration.
We are looking forward to a great show, nice 

weather and free food. Donations are welcome. All 
the money raised goes directly to the Westlake D.A.R.E 
program. Come on out and support the cause. 

2010 Open Throttle 
Motorcycle Classic

Local scouts attend 2010 Jamboree

The 2010 National Scout Jamboree took place July 26-August 4 at Fort A.P. Hill, Va. Among the many local 
Scouts to attend were brothers Peter and Robert Slater of Westlake, who volunteered to report back on their 
experiences. See their detailed account on page 6.

Join us for a friendly, informative get together on Wednesday, August 18
  Stop in and have a cup of coffee with the Observer staff anytime between 6:30 
and 8:30 p.m. at Mojo’s Coffee just north of the tracks on Dover Center in Bay.
 Meet fellow community-minded residents. Get answers about the submission 
process. Suggest story ideas or request an assignment. Learn about the Observer’s 
mission and what we’ve accomplished in our first 24 issues! See you there!

Questions?
Suggestions?
Come join us!
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Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep 
in mind when writing for the Observer:

Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in •	
Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
Aim for 300-500 words. •	
Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure •	
accuracy.
Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy •	
others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
Be respectful of others.•	
Write for the community. Your stories will be read •	
by people throughout Westlake and Bay Village 
(and beyond) so keep the audience in mind when 
choosing topics.
Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through •	

editors who review stories for spelling and 
grammar. We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” 
as possible, but may edit length and content if 
necessary.
Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or •	
business relationship with the subject of your story, 
let your readers know.
Don’t write stories solely to promote your •	
business–that’s what ads are for.

Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every 
step along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to 
us for advice or help with topics, content or the 
submission process. 
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at 
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories & 
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2 
megabytes. Contact us at staff@wbvobserver.com. 
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by Chris Haldi

As a reminder to our readers and 
patrons of the Westlake Recreation 
Center, every year around this time 

the Westlake Recreation Center closes 
for its annual ceiling-to-floor cleaning. 
Beginning the week of August 9 the Rec-
reation Center staff will be working hard 
to clean the center and repair anything 
that needs to be fixed. 

During this time members can 
stay in motion and use Rocky River’s 
or Fairview’s facilities by showing their 
Recreation membership card upon 
arrival at either center. Members of the 
Westlake Recreation Center can also use 
their membership cards to gain access to 
Peterson Pool.

The Fitness Room will reopen August 
14, the Aquatics Center and Gymnasium 
will reopen August 23 and the rest of the 
Rec Center will reopen August 16. If you 
would like any further information please 
call the number listed below. 

Since we are shut down and the staff 
will be busy, we have only one program 
scheduled to start up during this time. 
Here is something if you’re looking for a 
challenging work out. Try out Fit Camp. 
This fitness class is for both men and 
women and will focus on strength train-
ing, stretching/flexibility, and cardio. 
Class will start August 17. There is the 
option of an early morning session or 
afternoon. Whatever works best for you. 

Fall registration has begun. For a 
complete listing of all fall programs, log 
onto our website and click on “Fall 2010 
events” located in the bottom-right-hand 
corner of the home page. 

For more information regarding the 
annual maintenance closing or programs 
and events, please make your way up to 
the Westlake Recreation Center which 
is located at 28955 Hilliard Blvd, call us 
at 440-808-5700 or go to our website at 
www.cityofwestlake.org/recreation.     
Chris Haldi works for the City of Westlake 
Recreation Department.

Westlake Rec Center begins annual 
maintenance shutdown

WESTLAKE RECREATION CENTER

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.
Professional Pet Care Services

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

Westlake Recreation’s 10,000 Step 
Challenge begins August 30
by Chris Haldi

The Westlake Recreation Depart-
ment has a challenge for you. 
Starting August 30 the 10,000 Step 

Challenge begins. Walk away from inac-
tive behavior and join this challenge. 
Commit to becoming more active and 
reach 10,000 or more steps a day to help 
you stretch your daily physical lifestyle 
farther, one step at a time.

You must register for this challenge 

and upon doing so you will receive a 
pedometer, packet of information and 
a 10-week log to record your daily steps. 
You could be eligible for prizes if you 
walk 10,000 steps or more at least four 
times per week.

Prizes will be awarded after the first 
five weeks of the challenge and at the end. 
Each step you take is a step in becoming a 
healthier you. If you have any questions, 
please contact Anne Mitchell (440) 808-
5700 or at amitchell@cityofwestlake.org     

by Tom Meyrose

Huntington Playhouse has never 
been busier with productions, 
raffles, trips, fundraisers, and 

Fall Children’s Theatre classes! 
“Smokey Joe’s Café” opens August 

19 and will have performances on 
Fridays and Saturday evenings at 8:00 
p.m., with one Sunday matinee Sept. 12 
at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $18.00. Featur-
ing the music of Jerry Leiber and Mike 
Stoller, this legendary rock and roll 
songwriting duo may not be household 
names, but their 45-year collaboration 
has yielded some of the most famous 
rhythm-and-blues and rock ‘n’ roll hits 
of all time including “On Broadway,” 
“Love Potion #9,” “Stand By Me” and 
“Hound Dog.” Featuring hits from the 
‘50s and ‘60s, this sizzling revue will 
have you on your feet and dancing.

The theatre is raffling off a one-
week stay at a Naples, Fla., pool home. 
The home is in a gated community and 
includes two bedrooms, two baths, 
laundry facilities and a pool. It’s a great 
way to escape the cold January weather. 
Raffle tickets are $25.00 per chance and 

may be purchased at the theatre.
I am also putting a New York The-

atre Tour together for August 2011. The 
trip includes a motor coach trip to New 
York, three nights at the Sheraton Man-
hattan, orchestra seats to two Broadway 
musicals, dinner at Sardi’s, tours of the 
NBC studios, a boat tour of lower Man-
hattan, tour guides and much more. 

The Fall Children’s theatre pro-
gram is accepting registrations for 
Saturday classes beginning Septem-
ber 18. The class is for kids ages 8 to 
12. Registration forms can be found 
on the Huntington Playhouse web site 
listed below.

Our last fundraising activity will be 
a Clam Bake on Saturday, October 16. 
More details will be forthcoming.

Information about these activities 
can be found on the theatre’s web site, 
www.huntingtonplayhouse.com, or by 
calling the box office at 440-871-8333.

Huntington Playhouse is located 
at 28601 Lake Road in Bay Village 
and is an affiliate of the Cleveland 
Metroparks.     
Tom Meyrose is Managing Director of 
Huntington Playhouse.

Huntington Playhouse News

by Julia Shutt

We all have items 
in our household 
that we don’t use 

and giving these to a char-
ity is the answer. When 
we cook a meal we have 
food scraps we jam down 
the disposal or toss in our 
garbage can. The magi-
cal solution is to recycle 
those scraps into “black 
gold” to enrich our veggie 
and flower gardens. Savvy 
gardeners know this loamy, 
rich, black organic material 
that composting creates is 
priceless. Huge squash, tomatoes and 
gigantic flowers reward us. Composting 
your kitchen waste is easy.

On August 3, Unity Spiritual Center 
in Westlake hosted a free composting 
seminar taught by Kathleen Rocco, 
Education Specialist for the Cuyahoga 
County Solid Wasted District. She 
offered two composters for sale which 
can be used in big yards and small yards 
alike. Did you know you can even toss 
your doggy doo-doo into a composter 
called “The Digester”?

Unity Spiritual Center (USC) has 
set an intention about the adventure 

into sustainability. A recycling grant 
from the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste 
District was just awarded to USC. The 
center has already created many of its 
garden beds with their own landscap-
ing debris of brown and green materi-
als. Unity is becoming the place where 
sustainability with the environment 
and the outer world is just as important 
as inner strength and endurance. Look 
for more green events and workshops 
being hosted by Unity Spiritual Center. 
Their website is www.unityspiritual-
center.com. 
Julia Shutt lives in Bay Village.

Turning garbage into gold
GOING GREEN

Kathleen Rocco, Education Specialist for the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District, explains the 
benefits of composting at Unity Spiritual Center.
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2ND ANNUAL DEAN’S GREENHOUSE

TOMATO 
FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 2010
 9AM TO 5PM

˜FREE ADMISSION˜

by George Christ

Volunteers from 
the Bay Village 
Senior Center 

Woodshop have 
spent the last two 
weeks helping inner-
city students build 
sailboats. They vol-
unteer for the WHIS-
TLE program which 
stands for Whiskey 
Island to Lake Erie. 
This six-year-old 
program was devel-
oped by Dan Moore 
and other sailors at 
Wendy Park (part of 
Whiskey Island). The goal is to get inner-city 
students involved in sailing in boats that 
they build. The program is directed by Mirek 
Posedel, who contacted the woodshop vol-
unteers asking for their help last year.

On July 26, twelve students from E Prep 
charter school in Cleveland arrived at the 
program. During the next two weeks, they 
learned how to follow patterns, cut wood, 
sand, paint and assemble a sailboat from 
scratch. They were helped by the Bay vol-
unteers who worked side by side with them 
and also made some of the more difficult 
cuts on a power saw.

The students watched as day by day the 
parts fitted together to make sailboats. Some 
times students would take a break from boat 
building to learn sailing in boats made in 
prior years. While they were sailing the vol-
unteers fixed leaks or broken parts on older 
sailboats.

The Bay Senior Center Woodshop is 
located in the former police garage at City 

Hall. The volunteers have made storm win-
dows for the Bay Historical Society, donation 
boxes for the Community Band and Histori-
cal Society, quilt stands for a local quilting 
group, and now sailboats. Brian Clark, Dave 
Holian, Steve Smik, Terry Lucas, and John 
Keleciny have each donated about 60 hours 
to the WHISTLE program.

“The kids came with little woodworking 
experience and soon learned to use a power 
jigsaw, sander, and other tools,” said John 
Keleciny. “By the end of the program they 
will be sailing in a boat they helped build.” 

The volunteers said their woodshop, 
which has been active for at least 20 years, 
would not exist without the help of the 
mayor, city council and many seniors who 
supported their shop.

On August 6, the twelve students each 
sailed a boat like the ones they helped build 
past a group of sponsors, volunteers, and the 
Bay Senior Center Workshop volunteers who 
helped make this possible.     

Bay Senior Center Woodshop 
volunteers help build sailboats

by Denise Ayres

The Compeer Program at Far 
West Center in Westlake needs 
adult volunteers that can give 

one hour per week to offer friend-
ship and encouragement to an adult 
in recovery from mental illness. The 
Compeer Program is a branch of 
Compeer Inc., an international non-
profit organization (www.compeer.
org). Compeer has been serving the 
Cuyahoga County community from 
Far West Center (www.farwestcen-
ter.com), a nonprofit community 
mental health services agency, for 
almost twenty-one years.

Being a Compeer Volunteer 
is very rewarding and can easily fit 
into anyone’s busy schedule. Com-
peer Volunteers are trained about 
issues regarding mental illness, iso-
lation, and mental health services. 
Volunteers are matched one to one 
with a same gender adult who is in 
recovery from mental illness and is 
ready to get back out into his or her 
community.

Volunteers are asked to spend 
one hour per week, or four hours per 
month, communicating with their 
matches. Volunteer time includes 
phone conversations, visits, meet-
ing out at a community place for 
coffee or a walk, and participating 
in some of the many events offered 
on the Compeer Quarterly Calendar 
of Events.

All Compeer Volunteers receive 
ongoing support from the Com-
peer Program staff. Volunteers are 
required to commit one year to their 
matches. Many Compeer matches 

have lasted for several years. The goal 
of the Compeer match is friendship! 
The Compeer Inc. motto is “Making 
Friends. Changing Lives.”

This summer the Compeer Cal-
endar of Events is filled with fun and 
interesting activities. The Compeer 
Program has a garden club that is 
growing vegetables as part of the Bay 
Village Community Garden. Com-
peer also bowls twice monthly at 
Bay Lanes. The Compeer Calendar 
includes several local outdoor con-
certs provided by the cities of West-
lake and Olmsted Falls. In September 
the Compeer Program is honored to 
be having a performance by the Blue 
Water Chamber Orchestra.

The Annual Compeer Summer 
Picnic will be held Friday, August 27 
at Clague Park. This summer celebra-
tion of friendship is made possible 
by generous community donations. 
Compeer welcomes donations of 
picnic food items or necessary picnic 
items. 

The Compeer Program at Far 
West Center will participate in the 
Annual Greater Cleveland NAMI 
Walk on October 2.  Please call 216-
875-7776 for additional information 
on the Greater Cleveland affiliate 
of National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness and the Annual NAMI Walk. 
Mental health is an important part 
of overall health.

To ask about becoming a Com-
peer Program Volunteer and/or to 
donate food or items to the Annual 
Compeer Summer Picnic please 
call 440-835-6212, ext. 242 or send 
an email to compeer@farwestcen-
ter.com. 

The Compeer Program at Far West 
Center is looking for adult volunteers

GOING GREEN

Students sail their homemade boats at the WHISTLE regatta.

The Northridge Apartments
Independent Living

“Touching Lives Everyday”
Caring, Compassionate & Committed to Excellence

(440)327-1155
Summer Special! PAID MOVING EXPENSES

Call for details
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New Business      

New diner opens in Bay Village
by Laura Gonzalez

Bay Diner, located at 660 Dover Center Rd., 
is now open for business. Owner Mike 
Petrillo and his staff are working hard to 

create a clean, cozy and friendly atmosphere in 
the former Hoagies Grille location in Bay.  

Bay Diner is a great spot for early birds 
looking for breakfast, opening at 7 a.m. 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. Saturday and 
7 a.m. on Sunday. Breakfast is served until 11 
a.m. daily, with lunch and dinner following. 

The full-service diner is open until 8 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and until 2 p.m. 
on Sunday.  

The Friday night perch dinner has been a 
hit with customers, along with the wide vari-
ety of menu selections, including appetizers, 
wraps, salads, sandwiches, dinners and des-
serts. The diner is now offering a Saturday 
night rib special as well.

To check it out yourself, stop by the 
newest diner in Bay located next to Kiddie 
Kollege in the Dover Commons plaza.   

Westlake Historical 
Society picks  “cutest pet”
by Lysa Stanton

The Westlake Historical 
Society has selected the 
2010 Westlake’s Cutest 

Pet. The winner, Gladys, an 
American Cocker Spaniel, is 
the family pet of new Westlake 
residents Dan Last and Megan 
Reichel.

The Cutest Pet contest 
began in 2008 as a way to find 
and recognize Westlake’s cutest 
pet. Photo entries of dogs, cats, 
turtles, and even fish were sub-
mitted by residents. All photo 
entries were then judged during 
the annual Antique Vintage & 
Craft Show in July. Proceeds 
from entry fee donations went 
toward children’s programming 
and scholarship funds.

Gladys was awarded a 
framed certificate and ribbon. 

She will also be featured on 
the historical society’s website 
and ride aboard the vintage fire 
truck during next year’s Memo-
rial Day Parade.

Gladys was born on March 
5, 2010, in New Regal, Ohio, to 
parents Sizzle and Vinnie and 
came from a litter of purebred 
American Cocker Spaniels. She 
moved into her new Westlake 
home on May 1, 2010, with 
owners Dan and Megan who 
recently relocated from South-
ern California. Gladys enjoys 
chewing on pine cones, chas-
ing butterflies, and runs in long 
grass. On hot days she has also 
been known to enjoy drink-
ing from the sprinkler system 
on the lawns of the Westlake 
Hampton Inn. 
Lysa Stanton is president of the 
Westlake Historical Society.

Gladys, a American Cocker Spaniel, is the winner of the Westlake 
Historical Society’s 2010 Cutest Pet contest.

New Business     

World-renowned doctor team opens 
clinical headquarters in Westlake
by Jeff Smith

Dzugan Method Restor-
ative Medicine has 
launched their new 

clinical base of operations in 
the Spa West Plaza, 29111 Center 
Ridge Road in Westlake. Found-
ers George Rozakis, MD - Medi-
cal Director, and Sergey Dzugan, 
MD, PhD - Science Director, are 
regularly invited to speak about 
Hormone Restoration Therapy 
concepts and techniques from 
Cyprus to Thailand.

Dr. Dzugan runs the Dzugan 
Institute which designs the body 
chemistry optimization programs 
for patients around the world.

Dzugan Method Restorative 
Medicine is an international net-
work of anti-aging and regenera-
tive medicine physicians bring-
ing the world a new paradigm 
in health care. It is based on the 
idea that many of the degenera-
tive ailments associated with 
aging – formerly treated as sepa-
rate diseases – are all the result 
of acquired imbalances in body 

chemistry.
The concept “One Cause 

and One Solution” is detailed 
in their new book “Your Blood 
Doesn’t Lie.” Once optimum 
blood chemistry is restored, 
it unleashes the body’s natu-
ral ability to heal itself. This 
paradigm has allowed Dzugan 
Method physicians to effectively 
treat such wide-ranging condi-
tions as high cholesterol/heart 
disease, menopause, ED, depres-
sion and chronic fatigue.

Dr. Rozakis offers a free, 
45-minute consultation by 
appointment. Free lectures, 
entitled “The Truth about Hor-
mone Therapies – What Works 
and What Doesn’t,” will be held 
Tuesday nights at 7 p.m through-
out August. Discussed will be the 
power of bio identical hormones 
to treat disease and maximize 
quality of life and why this ther-
apy protocol works for many 
wide-ranging conditions. Seat-
ing is limited. Call 440-250-9510 
for reservations, or to schedule 
a consultation.   

The new Bay Diner offers a refreshed interior, big screen TVs and a full service menu for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Westlake announced the winners of the city’s ninth annual Westlake in Bloom competition 
during an awards ceremony at the Volunteers in Bloom Appreciation Reception, Thursday, 
August 5, at LACENTRE Banquet and Conference Center.  

Westlake in Bloom is a friendly competition among residents, organizations and businesses in 
the Westlake community competing in categories ranging from window boxes to residential land-
scaping. Each year, hundreds of participants compete for first, second and third place awards.

Representatives from the Master Gardeners of Cuyahoga County judged entries based their 
scoring on the following criteria: overall effect of garden design,  overall quality of plant materials, 
originality and maintenance.

To view this year’s winners and a video of the awards ceremony visit the city of Westlake’s web 
site at www.cityofwestlake.org. 

Westlake in Bloom announces 2010 winners

The residential landscaping of Helen and Robert John Porter III won first place in the century 
home category at this year’s Westlake in Bloom competition.

Join the fun and share your interests with your neighbors! It’s easy:
1. Sign up in the Member Center at wbvobserver.com/members.
2. Submit stories, photos, events, poems, recipes, etc.
  Aim for 300-500 words. More or less is fine, depending on the story.  You can attach   
  high resolution photos for your story. Photos should be in jpeg format, 2 megabytes   
  in file size
3. See your content in print and on the web!
Questions? Send us an email at staff@wbvobserver.com.

Write for your community newspaper!
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services

440-871-8588 
 www.drdavecares.com

FREE...Your Choice! Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 
to Crocker Park with new patient exam and x-rays

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

NOW OPEN
 in the Dover Commons Plaza

660 Dover Center Rd
(next to Kiddie Kollege) 

Clean, cozy, friendly atmosphere
Full service breakfast, lunch & dinner
Breakfast served til 11am daily

 Saturday Night Rib Special 
   Open Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm 

Sat. 8am-8pm
   and Sunday 7am-2pm

   440-835-9011

by Karen Derby

The Bay Village City School 
District will install a new, 
outdoor electronic sign at 

the corner of Dover Center and 
Wolf Roads, in front of the Bay Vil-
lage Board of Education building, 
just before the start of school in 
late August.

The programmable sign will 
display two-line messages in 
amber lights. The school district 
plans to have messages fade in 
from the bottom and does not plan 
to use scrolling or other animation 
capabilities.

“We are very sensitive to the 
fact that this is the first such sign 
in the City of Bay Village, although 
there are many in surrounding 
communities,” said Clint Keener, 
superintendent of schools. “When we took our proposal to the city’s Planning Com-
mission, we all agreed we do not want the sign to be a distraction for drivers. We will 
limit the colors and animation so that only the message itself draws any attention.”

The district also agreed to turn the sign off each night after 11 p.m.
Messages will be limited to school messages and nonprofit events and fundrais-

ers that benefit a significant proportion of Bay Village students.
The current sign has been deteriorated and broken for a number of years, requir-

ing a maintenance staff member with a toolbox to make changes in messages. “The 
sign needed to be replaced,” said Keener. “It made sense to go with the electronic 
sign at this point.”

Funding for the sign comes from the district’s Coca Cola sales revenues. Although 
the district no longer offers sugared drinks in its vending machines, its contract with 
Coca Cola continues to allow the sales of diet sodas, water and some sports beverages. 
The cost of the sign was about $6,000. 
Karen Derby is the Public Information Officer for the Bay Village City School District.

The old sign at the Bay Village Board of 
Education offices will soon be replaced with 
a new, electronic one.

Bay Village Schools to install 
new electronic sign board

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

by Karen Derby

Parents and students in the Bay Village City School District can find much 
online information to help them prepare for going back to school. Here are just 
some of the resources available:

    * School supply lists (grades K-8) at www.bayvillageschools.com/supplies
    * Bus route schedules (grades K-8) at www.bayvillageschools.com/bus
    * Required forms at www.bayvillageschools.com/parentforms
    * Calendars at www.bayvillageschools.com/calendars
    * Lunch prices and menus at www.bayvillageschools.com/lunch
    * Registration information at www.bayvillageschools.com/register
News and other information about the school district is updated continuously.
Parents and students in grades 5-12 can also log onto, and find support for, 

ProgressBook to check their classroom grades and homework assignments, as well 
as other classroom resources (passwords available in school offices). New website 
features are added all the time -- this year, users can subscribe to a Twitter feed 
with constantly updated sporting event scores. Calendar and news updates are 
also available through certain types of subscriptions. Users should check back 
frequently as the website is continuously updated. 

Find Bay Village Schools back-
to-school information online

Westlake resident recognized for efforts 
to preserve history of city, country

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough presents Mel Maurer with the city’s 2010 
Award of Distinction for Heritage Presentation at the Volunteers in Bloom 
reception August 5. Mel is a writer and speaker on history and heritage. 
He is a member of the Westlake Historical Society, The Cleveland Civil War 
Roundtable, The Lincoln Forum and other preservation organizations. He also 
brings historical figures to life in his portrayals, including Leonard Porter who 
bequeathed the money used to found Westlake’s Porter Library.

POETRY

Ode to the Night
by Joseph Psarto, Westlake

The sun is a delight
in its time and place,
and yet I chase the night,
 
my first love,
my ebon mistress,
my dark pleasure,
my inamorata,
 
to breath her musk,
kiss and touch
her mystery,
close my eyes
and disappear into her
dusky folds.
 
But if a sudden storm
flashes across the darkness
I hope the night
doesn’t ..... see .....
my ..... infidelity .....

by Rhonda Schneider

Let’s get this park started! The crew 
from Who Skates will be arriving the 
week of August 16 to start building 

our “park of dreams”! Let’s show them 
our appreciation and what a great com-
munity Bay Village is. We are looking for 
volunteers to help us provide some din-
ners, lunches and cold water, etc. on work 
days.

If you can volunteer for one or more 
of the following, it would be great!

* Share your home and dinner with 
the crew (from 2-8 people) on a Monday, 
Wednesday or Friday night.

* Provide lunch for the crew (from 2-8 
people) on a work day - at the site.

* Donate cases of bottled water, pop 
or Gatorade/Powerade and ice.

For more information or to sign up to 
volunteer, contact me at 440-892-1829 or 
rdschneider56@gmail.com. Thank you in 
advance for all of your support in making 
this happen! 
Rhonda Schneider lives in Bay Village.

Bay Skate & Bike Park 
coming soon, looking 
for volunteers
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 Take $25 off your first four cleanings

Take $20 off our popular fill-in service 
(kitchen and bathroom)Visit www.ecomaids.com/cleveland to receive your Online Estimate

Green Cleaning for your home!
Saving the planet, one spotless home at a time

(440) 452-0077

$100 Off 
Bi-Weekly Cleaning

Try us for Just $49

Scouts on Assignment: Westlake Boy Scouts report on 
2010 National Scout Jamboree
[Editor’s note: Every four years the Boy 
Scouts of America holds a celebration of 
Scouting, a ten-day event where scouts 
camp out, try new activities, interact with 
sports and entertainment role models, and 
reaffirm their commitment to the Scouting 
movement. More than 45,000 Boy Scouts 
and adult leaders from all 50 states and 26 
countries converged on Fort A.P. Hill, Vir-
ginia, to take part in the Jamboree’s many 
activities, including: boating, snorkeling, 
scuba-diving, flight simulation, wall 
climbing and archery, to name a few.

The Observer was proud to have 
two scouts “on assignment” – Peter and 
Robert Slater of Westlake – reporting back 
to the community on their experiences at 
the 2010 National Scout Jamboree. They 
worked with journalists and educators 
as part of the “National Hometown News 
Service,” as well as with Observer staff, to 
provide a comprehensive report of their 
time at the camp.]

The ArrivAl: MondAy, July 26

by Peter and Robert Slater

The National Scout Jamboree is held every four years, but 
this Jamboree is special because this year is the 100th 
Anniversary of Boy Scouts of America and the 110th 

Anniversary of Boy Scouts world wide. This article features 
just a small glimpse of the story of Troop 1305 [one of four 
Cleveland-area Jamboree Troops] and their experiences at the 
2010 National Scout Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia.

It all started at around 11:00 p.m. on Sunday in the parking 
lot of the Cleveland Visiting Nurses Association building as 
the four buses departed for the Jamboree. We drove for hours, 
many of us unsuccessfully trying to get some sleep, while others 
loudly sang, shouted and generally goofed off. At 2:00 a.m., we 
stopped at a rest-stop where many scouts purchased soda, 
coffee, and energy drinks, fueling the noise and sleeplessness 
further.

By 4:00 a.m., the caf-
feine seemed to have 
gotten out of everyone’s 
system and all was quiet. 
At 7:00 a.m., we arrived at a 

breakfast buffet. Around 9:00 a.m., we left the buffet and half an 
hour later we arrived at Fort A.P. Hill, the home of the National 
Scout Jamboree for the last 29 years. After a thorough security 
check in, with drug dogs and all, the buses dropped us off at 
our camp sites.

After two hours of set up, we had a small bagged lunch 
and set off to explore the Jamboree. While several other scouts 
went to the action centers, climbing walls, pioneering center, 
or scuba, my brother and I spent our time trying to find the 
Hometown News tent among the hundred square mile camp. 
We registered and caught a bus back to camp.

At camp, we ate pulled pork and baked beans for dinner 
and then spent an hour cleaning up. After dinner we went to 
the trading post until lights out. At 10:00 p.m., it was lights 
out and we climbed into our sleeping bags and went to sleep, 
thinking about the many adventures that awaited us in the 
upcoming days. 

The JAMboree: July 27-AugusT 4

by Peter Slater

During the days we mostly worked 
on activities like scuba, pioneer-
ing, BMX, rifles and snorkeling. 

Though, while we were out and about 
we had a chance to meet some people 
from different countries, and trade 
patches with them. The best thing that 
my brother, Robert, and I did was going 
to scuba where we had a chance to look 
under water in a swimming pool for cool 
prizes and souvenirs.

Also, we had a chance to go to pio-
neering and build wooden hammers 
using methods that would have been 
used during pioneering days. The worst 
part of these days were that every morn-
ing and night we had to pick up, cook, eat, 
and clean up our meals which in some 
cases were very difficult to do. None of 
us were good cooks and we burnt things 
a lot, which made clean up a lot harder. 
So far Jambo has been fun but a lot of 
work.

Patch trading is big at Jamboree. I left 
home with six sets of our Central Region, 
Cleveland Council patches ready to trade. 
Most of our patches were of boats but 
there was one ghost guitar patch. Many 
other council patches include current 
movie and video themes including Halo, 
Avatar and Star Wars. 

You are supposed to trade one patch 
for one patch but that is not always how 
it works. The value of the patch is based 
on personal liking. Our patches were not 
well liked by the kids but the adults liked 
them. The only problem is that they only 

allowed kids to trade with 
kids and adults to trade 
with adults. 

After looking at the 
many different patches out 
there, I decided I wanted 
to get a set of the Northern 
Star Council patches but I 
never could find a kid to 
trade for my patches even 
though I offered multiple 
sets of mine for one of 
theirs. With my patches 
not being worth much to 
any kids, I finally found 
an adult that had the set I 
wanted and wanted what 
I had.

As you can see, that 
posed a problem. The 
only way an adult could 
exchange with a kid was 
to find your Scout Master 
and have him do it for you. 
I hurried back to camp to 
find Mr. Madigan, my Scout Leader, but 
he and the assistant leaders were all busy 
so I had to wait and wait. Finally, our 
Assistant Scout Leader was free and he 
helped me do the trade. These patches 
actually glow in the dark because they 
are images of the constellations. There 
is a Pegasus and an Aquarius as well as 
others. They are neat because not only 
do they glow in the dark, they also show 
the layout of the constellation and in 
the background is an image of what the 
animal of the constellation looks like. 
These patches are my most important 
Jamboree souvenir. 

The WrAp-up: AugusT 4–AugusT 7

by Peter Slater
Overall the Jamboree was a once 

in a lifetime opportunity that I will not 
soon forget. I was able to explore all of 
the wonders of scouting in one place. I 
wish there had been more time; scout-
ing offers so much that the 10 days of 
Jamboree just wasn’t enough to be able 
to try everything.

I also had fun touring after the Jam-
boree. We got to do some educational 
stuff like visiting Jamestown (America’s 

first settlement) and nearby Yorktown, 
but we also got to go to some really fun 
places like a huge water park and the 
National Aquarium. 

Before I finish my assignment as 
Hometown News Correspondent, I want 
to thank my parents for not only paying 
for a majority of this awesome experience 
but also for allowing me to be gone for 
so long. I also say a special thank you to 
Tara Wendell for spending all of her time 
helping me and editing and publishing 
my stories. That’s the end of the story, 
Peter Slater signing off. 

Peter Slater, age 13, is a member of Westlake Boy Scout 
Troop 77. His interests include Lego’s, origami and any-
thing math and science related. Peter is an active member 
of Lee Burneson’s Science Olympiad and Environmental 
Clubs and has participated in many math and Lego com-
petitions on behalf of Lee Burneson. Peter is also a member 
of Lee Burneson’s Ski Club and Westlake’s Peterson Pool 
Swim Team.

Robert Slater, age 15, is a member of Westlake Boy Scout Troop 77. 
He will be entering Westlake High School in the fall. Robby’s interests 
include Star Wars, the study of herbs, history, learning German, playing 
soccer and anything math and science related. Robby was an active 
member of Lee Burneson’s Science Olympiad and Environmental Clubs 
and participated in many math and Lego competitions on behalf of Lee 
Burneson. Robby was also a member of Lee Burneson’s Ski Club and 
Westlake’s Peterson Pool Swim Team.

Boy Scouts take part in one of the Jamboree’s most popular “unofficial” activities: trading 
patches. Each Boy Scout Council from across the U.S. creates a group of patches; the boys are 
given one set but can buy additional sets to trade. Scouts also bring their patches from past 
Jamborees to show and trade.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com                                                                                                                           10 AUG 10 •  WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER 7

The JAMboree: July 27-AugusT 4

by Robert Slater

During Jamboree, in addition to the 
many varied activities that you can 
do, there are also Arena Shows. 

There are two major shows and also sev-
eral minor shows that occur. The first show 
I attended was dubbed the Kick-off Show, 
which was held on Wednesday, July 28. 

On Wednesday morning we had to 
wake up early and, instead of cooking a 
full breakfast, we had grab food and go as 
the mobilization for the show started at 
shortly after 7:00 a.m. After eating we had 
to hike two miles to the Arena. 

We took our seats on the grass with 
all the other 46,000-plus scouts in a sea of 
khaki and green. The program started with 
a band whose members were staff volun-
teers, they weren’t too bad when you figure 
they had only been practicing for a short 
while together. After the band played, the 
Army Golden Knights put on a show – that 
was awesome to watch. 

The next part of the show featured 
Miss America, who clearly wasn’t used 
to talking with boys, as she referred to us 
in her introduction as “the most amaz-
ing young women.” She quickly corrected 
herself but by then it was too late, we were 
all laughing. 

In addition to Miss America, there 
were also a lot of other speakers includ-
ing the Governor of Virginia and although 
President Obama was supposed to be 
there in person at this show, he sent Robert 
Gates, the Secretary of Defense and a 
former Eagle Scout, instead. Finally, the 
head of the Boy Scouts of America, Bob 
Manzzuca also addressed us. This was an 
important Jamboree because it was the 
100th anniversary of Scouting in America. 
The show ended around 10:45 a.m. and 
we were all released to go back to working 
on merit badges, “Rockers” and just plain 
having fun.

 After the show on Wednesday, I went 
and did the military obstacle course which 
was very challenging and then set to work 
on earning “Rockers.”

Rockers are special badges that can 
only be earned at Jamboree and can be 
worn on my uniform even when I come 

home. There are six Rockers in all and 
many require you doing multiple tasks. 
The Rockers include: Participate in a 5K 
run/walk (at 6 a.m. in 90 degree weather); 
Duty to God (reading the Bible and dis-
cussing verses and attending mass); Activi-
ties Rocker (Scuba Diving and Snorkeling); 
Outback Centers (aptly named because 
they were out back at the far end of the 
Jamboree facilities and included many 
different boating activities and courses); 
Exhibit Rocker (included 
participating in a Technol-
ogy Quest and a Conserva-
tion Trail); and finally Mys-
terium Compass Rocker 
(this was cool, it was put 
on by a special level of 
scouts known as The Order 
of the Arrows and involved 
a giant water slide!).

 Most of the exhibits 
and activities closed down 
for the day around 5 p.m. 
so there was a lot of free 
time and you might be 
wondering what we did 
to fill the time. After cook-
ing and cleaning up after 
dinner, we mostly played 
cards, raised our blistered 
feet or went for Dunkin’ 
Donuts! (We are teenagers 
after all!)

 I have to tell you about 
the minor Arena Show that 
took place on Tuesday. 
This was a special show 
presented by the U.S. Post 
Office. Because this was 
the 100th Anniversary of 
Boy Scouts in America, the 
U.S. Post Office unveiled a 
stamp at Jamboree. During Jamboree, the 
Post Office creates a special zip code just 
for us. Well at this show, they issued this 
stamp for the very first time.

I stood in line for my first-day issue 
but by the time I got to the head of the line, 
they were all gone. They took our names, 
went back to the Jamboree Post Office and 
prepared some more first-day envelopes. 
I got mine on Saturday. I will add it to my 
collection.

 I am an avid reader and as part of the 
Arena Show on Friday, two of my favorite 
authors— James Patterson and Christo-
pher Paolini—were attending and I really 
wanted to go. I am sure most of you have 
read or at least heard about the Eragon, 
Eldest and Brisinger books and the Maxi-
mum Ride series.  Unfortunately because 
I lost my Rocker tracking book, I was too 
busy making up for lost time to attend. But 
my brother, Peter, was able to go and was 

nice enough to wait in line to get James 
Patterson’s autograph for me.

 The Jamboree ended on Wednesday, 
August 4, but like the opening Arena Show, 
the closing Arena Show did not take place 
at closing. The closing Arena Show took 
place four days earlier, on Saturday, July 
31. This was the most crowded day at Jam-
boree. 

Jamboree is open most days for visi-
tors but most activities are only for those 

attending Jamboree except the Arena 
Show. For the show on Saturday, there 
were estimated to be over 100,000 people 
on-site. This show was bigger and better 
than the opening show.

For this show, we had to be back to 
our camp by 4 p.m. to start our march 
to the Arena – it takes a lot of time to get 
100,000 people into one place. The scouts 
all marched together with their units. We 
left our camp around 5:00 and we were one 

of the last sub-camps to enter 
the Arena, around 7:00 p.m. 

This show had a lot of 
entertainment including the 
Black Daggers, which are the 
Army top parachutists and a 
demonstration by the Air Force 
drill team.  There were several 
video feeds/movies including 
one about where the next Jam-
boree will be – Bechtel Camp in 
West Virginia. 

There was also a video pre-
sented with President Obama 
speaking to us, some said it 
was a live feed but some said 
it was taped, I am not sure. 
There were also many bands 
that played including Honor 
Society and Switch Foot. The 
main speaker was Mike Rowe, 
Discovery Channel host of Dirty 
Jobs. Believe it or not, he too 
was once a scout and he shared 
many of his experiences with 
us.

His main message to us was 
that although one of the Scout 
motto’s includes “a Scout must 
be clean,” a Scout must also be 
dirty. He is the Ambassador of 
Dirt (that’s his words).

To top off this closing show, there was 
a huge fireworks show. This show broke the 
record for the number of fireworks ever set 
off on a military base. It was loud and it lit 
up the sky and made a perfect ending. The 
show ended around 10:45 p.m. and guess 
what we got to do, yes that is right – the 
hike back to our camp. Our region was 
lucky because we had the shortest hike, 
only two miles.  I kinda felt sorry for some 
of the other scouts. 

The WrAp-up: AugusT 4–AugusT 7

by Robert Slater

The National Boy Scout Jamboree was 
very fulfilling. I met many people 
from many places, I experienced 

many new and exciting activities, and saw 
many exciting and inspiring programs. The 
program were fun, the people were nice 
and the food... Well let’s focus on the good 
stuff shall we? Don’t worry if you ever get 
to go to the Jamboree, you can find good 
food but it will cost extra.

The two arena shows were fun. Activi-
ties such as scuba diving and air-rifles 
were some of my personal favorites. I also 

enjoyed collecting the various “Rockers” 
– small badges that go around the Jambo-
ree insignia patch on my scout uniform. 
At the Jamboree I actually didn’t earn any 
merit badges, I was too busy doing the fun 
stuff. I guess that was the biggest surprise to 
me, I really anticipated that being at scout 
camp for almost two weeks, I would have 
plenty of time to earn lots of merit badges. 
Oh well, guess I will have to get to work on 
those when I get home.

 After Jamboree ended, we toured the 
Washington, D.C., area before heading 
back to Cleveland. First we went to Kings 
Dominion, a water park. This was a very 
“refreshing day” and it provided a much 

needed shower! 
The next day we had a tour of the rec-

reation villages of our country’s founding 
cities, Jamestown and Yorktown. This was 
another day filled with opportunities to 
experience how it was to live in the 1600s. 
However, what made me really appreci-
ate what the early settlers went through 
even more was the fact that it reached 105 
degrees on this day and we had no place 
to go to cool off. 

After that, on Friday, August 6, we 
went to the Baltimore Inner Harbor and the 
National Aquarium. I really liked the sharks 
and the visit to the National Aquarium was 
timely because since we “returned to civili-

zation” on Wednesday (we slept in a hotel 
and had beds and electricity for the first 
time in 10 days) we have been watching 
Shark Week on the Discovery Channel. 

The final leg of our journey included 
a ride on a scenic railroad in Cumberland, 
Md. After we finished our ride on the 
train, we loaded up the four touring buses 
headed for Cleveland and headed home. 
We arrived at approximately 9:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 8, thus ending my Jambo-
ree experience.

However, with luck, I hope this was 
not my last Jamboree. (Mom, Dad, did I 
happen to mention the World Jamboree in 
Sweden next year? Please?) 

A sea of Boy Scouts and visitors march to the Jamboree’s 
closing Arena Show on July 31. Attendance was estimated at 
over 100,000.

See more images of this event at 
wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.

Are you or someone you know

FACING FORECLOSURE?

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, Ohio 44127 . www.nhscleveland.org 

BACK TO CAMPUS
WITH ALL YOUR 

FAVORITE BRANDS

75 years, 3 stor�, 1 family

14710 Detroit Avenue
(216) 521-1771

www.shopgeigers.com
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Westlake library programs
WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Wednesday, August 11 (10:30-11 a.m.) leT’s sing And dAnce! –  Join Miss Nancy for 
a fun session of singing songs and dancing to the music! For children ages 2-6 with adult 
caregiver.

Wednesday, August 11 (2-2:45 p.m.) The ArT of ArT –  Join us for stories that celebrate 
art, then create some of your own! For kids in grades 1-2.

Thursday, August 12 (7-8:30 p.m.) non-ficTion book discussion – Join us to 
discuss “Zeitoun” by Dave Eggers. This is the story of one man’s experience after Hurricane 
Katrina.

Friday, August 13 (10-10:45 a.m.) kindergArTen kick-off! – Ready? Set? Join us for 
a fun-filled morning of stories and songs to celebrate that BIG step into Kindergarten!

Saturday, August 14 (2-3 p.m.) lego club – Love your LEGO blocks? Can’t stop build-
ing? Bring your ideas and imagination to the LEGO Club! Ages 6-13. Please register one week 
prior to each session.

Monday, August 16 (7-7:30 p.m.) leT’s sing And dAnce! –  Join Miss Nancy for a fun ses-
sion of singing songs and dancing to the music! For children ages 2-6 with adult caregiver.

Tuesday, August 17 (7-8:30 p.m.) MAd4MAngA – M4M is everything manga! We talk about 
manga, create manga art, discuss & watch anime films, and more! For teens in grades 6-12.

Friday, August 20 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) coMe plAy WiTh Me! – Open playtime including 
age appropriate toys, songs and rhymes. For children ages 2 through 5 with a caring adult. 
Siblings welcome! Please register one week before each session.

Saturday, August 21 (10:45 a.m.) WesT side WriTers

To register for any of the programs, please call (440) 871-2600 or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.
org:8080.

POETRY

Trust Only the Best
by Carl Christman, Bay Village

A friend of mine queried me some time ago                  
Concerning a subject he felt I should know.

“You own a vast number of volumes,” he said,
“And also should have something there in your head.
You know all the mottos you’ve frequently quoted;
You recite many phrases on which you have doted.
You live by sung lyrics ‘cause I’ve heard you croon ‘em  --
So kindly come clean
And explain what they mean
When on coinage they’re stamping: E PLURIBUS UNUM

I felt like a fool ‘cause I had to confess,
That my answer at best could be only a guess.

I’m aware that each coin that departs from the mint
Bears that cute little phrase, but it gives me no hint
Of what that enigmatic mystery means;
And unless some bright linguist at once intervenes.
My hopes of learning forever shall vanish...
For alas and alack, I speak no word of Spanish,

So I guess that I’m forced into guessing, I guess.
A tough situation that begs for redress.
And though my response may engender disgust,
I believe it means simply: IN GOLD WE TRUST.

by Debbie Dean

Building on the great success of Dean’s inaugural 
Tomato Festival in 2009, Dean’s Greenhouse in 
Westlake is hosting their second annual Tomato 

Festival on Saturday, August 21 from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
This free event is greatly expanded and will feature tast-
ing samples of over 100 different varieties of tomatoes 
all grown right in Westlake, as part of Dean’s innovative 
“Bag Garden.”

The tasting begins at 1 p.m. and goes through 4 
p.m. Tasters can vote for their favorite varieties and 
even pre-order their favorite tomato plant varieties for 
their garden next year. Attendees can also participate 
in picking the tomatoes for the tasting event from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

Visitors are also invited to tour Dean’s Bag Veg-
etable Garden as well as the giant Dean’s Greenhouse 
Display Garden to view hundreds of plants and flowers 
all in full summer splendor. In addition to the tomato 
picking and tasting activities, guests can meet Marilou 
Suszko, author of “Farms & Foods of Ohio: From Garden 
Gate to Dinner Plate.” Marilou will be signing books, 
taking questions and guiding attendees through the 
finer points of tomato tasting.

Also, Cooking and Canning Demonstrations are 
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and a Kids’ Ketchup 
Making Class will be conducted from noon until 1 

p.m. Fresh local food will also be available for pur-
chase as part of Tomato Fest 2010 including BTL’s 
made with Dean’s fresh lettuce and tomatoes, Dean’s 
Greens Salad, Panzanella Salad, Fresh Garden Salsa 
and Gazpacho.

Participants will also have an opportunity to 
interact with representatives of the Ohio Farm Bureau 
and the Cleveland Metro Parks. In addition, the Olive 
Tap from Medina, Ohio, will be on hand to offer olive 
oil tasting and education. And Chef Joe Dubbs from 
Ironwood Café in Westlake will be demonstrating salsa 
making.

Dean’s Greenhouse is located at 3984 Porter Road 
in Westlake. All events are free and open to the public. 
Please visit the Dean’s Greenhouse page on Facebook 
to RSVP. For more information, visit www.deansgreen-
house.com, email debbie@deansgreenhouse.com or 
call 440-871-2050. 

Second annual Tomato 
Festival at Dean’s 
Greenhouse

By Peter Winzig

The sound of hammers and 
saws is a lovely thing. Espe-
cially when it means that 

the long-awaited renovation of the 
Fuller House is well underway. It’s 
been a bit noisy this summer, but 
that will soon be forgotten when 
the building opens this fall. Already 
a second gazebo and new porches 
surround the building and floors 
are in. The new structure to the 
west of the building is an enclosed 
staircase which will also accom-
modate storage.

Naming rights to the build-
ing and grounds have been 
claimed by the Tom and Sandra 
Sullivan Family (for the new gal-
lery), Ralph and Virginia Cas-
carilla (patio and outdoor fire 
pit), and friends and family of 
beloved sportscaster Casey Cole-
man (Memory Garden). Class-
rooms, porches, gardens and 
other areas are still available to 

name for families, organizations 
or anonymously.

The grand opening of the 
building is on schedule to coin-
cide with the Bay Village Bicen-
tennial weekend on October 9. 
The new gallery will showcase 
professional artists living in Bay 
Village.

Attention bay village 
Artists: If you are a professional 
artist who resides in Bay Village 
and would like to be considered 
for the first show in the new 
gallery: “Bay Village Artists,” 
please contact Eileen at eileen@
bayarts.net. This show will 
coincide with the grand opening 
of the Fuller House on October 9 
honoring the Bicentennial. For 
information on naming rights 
availability, please contact jim@
bayarts.net.

You can watch the project on 
Flicker through BAYarts website: 
www.bayarts.net. 
Peter Winzig lives in Bay Village.

Fuller  House update: 
Name your room

BAYARTS

A second gazebo has been added to the Fuller House’s wrap-around porch.

Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way, Bay Village (off Columbia Rd.)

440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Greenisland 
Irish Pub & 
Restaurant
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   The 
FineWine 
& Tobacco

NOW A STATE 
LIQUOR AGENCY!

Huge selection of beer & wines
Open 7 days a week

Join us for our 
Wine Tastings
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY

Next Wine Tasting -
SAT., AUG. 14, 7-9 pm

7 different Napa wines
 Call ahead for reservations

26179 Detroit Rd. in Jefferson Square

www.finewinewestlake.com

440-892-7096

FREE 2 
LITER
SODA, TONIC WATER, 

CLUB SODA OR OTHER SELECT 
NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
with any purchase of $5.00 or more.

The Fine Wine and Tobacco

B A Y L A N E S

BOWLING

27229 Wolf Rd., Bay Village
440-871-0911

www.BayLanesBowl.com

“Best of the West”
winner for best 

birthday party place
––––––––––––––––

New Owners-New Atmosphere
––––––––––––––––

NEW LEAGUES NOW 
FORMING

 Join Now & Get 
Entered to win 

a Las Vegas 
trip! 

Book your next party 
at Bay Lanes before 

August 31st and 
SAVE $10. 

Can be used towards later party date.

CLIP & SAVE 

Bay Branch Library programs
ADULT DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, August 10 (7 p.m.) geM crysTAl singing 
boWls – Kathleen Calby from Re-Sounding Joy will explore 
the ancient tradition of gem crystal singing bowls.

Wednesday, August 18 (7 p.m.) MillionAires’ roW 
– Local historian Dan Ruminski will bring to life the day 
to day lifestyles, fortunes, and tragedies through actual 
photographs and stories of the families who lived in the 
mansions on Euclid Avenue.

Tuesday, August 24 (7 p.m.) eXplore The hisTory 
of bAy villAge – 2010 is the Bicentennial year for Bay 
Village. Learn more about your community in the founding 
years as the Bay Village Historical Society presents interest-
ing facts about what was then known as Dover Township.

TEEN DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, August 31 (3:30 p.m.) bAck To school 
bAsh – Welcome back! Celebrate the beginning of the school 
year with games, food, fun and crafts. For grades 6-12.
Please register to attend by calling the library at 871-6392 or going 
online to cuyahogalibrary.org.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANCH  

by Barb Isaacs

Do you know why Bay 
Village was origi-
nally called Dover 

Township? Who was the first 
schoolteacher and where did 
she teach? Can you name the 
families that arrived in the ten 
years after the Cahoons and 
Osborns?

In honor of the Bay Vil-
lage Bicentennial, Kay Laugh-
lin and Ginny Peterson of the 

Bay Village Historical Society 
will present some interesting 
well-known and possibly not-
so-well-known facts about 
the founding families of Bay 
Village, known then as Dover 
Township. This event will take 
place on August 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
Please register online at www.
cuyahogalibrary.org or call 
440-871-6392.  
Barb Isaacs is Head of Adult 
Services at the Bay Village 
Branch Library.

Think you know Bay Village? Come to 
the library and find out!

by Liza Kahoe-Arthur

Books ahoy, mateys! The Bay Village Branch 
of the Cuyahoga County Public Library has 
been sailing smoothly all summer long with 

voracious readers and visiting friends. Residents 
of Bay Village and the surrounding communities 
have been busy reading up a storm, or rather a 
tide pool.

This summer has been our busiest yet! We 
had children read to therapy dogs during our Pet 
Pals program and Little Buddies read to Big Bud-
dies every Thursday for two hours. Local authors 
Neil Zurcher and Michael Heaton stopped by to 
share stories from their latest books.

Jack Sparrow and the Pirates of the Carib-
bean impersonators wished us luck on our read-
ing journey and Capt’n Willie entertained us with 
his swashbuckling ways. Teens made their very 

own treasure map with printmaker Jen Craun and 
discovered their creative side during the Media 
Arts Camp.

All in all, this summer has been a great seafar-
ing adventure and we all deserve a big yo, ho, ho! 
In fact, over 5,000 grand prize entry forms have 
been submitted from adults, children and teens 
playing the Books Ahoy Summer Reading Game.

As you know, we challenged you to read 18,000 
hours so the Friends of the Bay Village Branch 
Library can adopt the tide pool at the Lake Erie 
Nature and Science Center. Guess what? You did it! 
Congratulations are in order because you have read 
more than enough hours to adopt the tide pool! 

This has been a wonderful summer because 
of our special guests, the Friends of the Bay Village 
Branch Library, and the wonderful customers that 
visit the library.  Thank you for making Books Ahoy 
a wonderful success.  

Summer reading wraps up at the Bay Village Library 

Pirates of the Caribbean crew with Children’s staff. From left to right: Norrington, Calypso, Jack 
Sparrow, Elizabeth Swan, Pam Defino, Nancy Weidner, and Susan Ballard (seated).

by Peg Willi
Johnny Willi is a Westlake 

resident and sixth grader at 
Parkside Intermediate School. 
His invention, the “Downspout 
Generator,” is an eco-friendly 
way to harness power from 
rainwater runoff. A turbine is 
installed in your downspout 
which is hooked to a generator 
which creates electricity.

Johnny was one of ten final-
ists selected from an Invention 
Convention event in May at the 
Great Lakes Science Center. The 
winning Northeast Ohio student 
in Time Warner Cable’s “Coolest 
Creations” contest will receive a 
$1,000 U.S. Savings Bond.

To vote for Johnny, tune 
to Time Warner Cable’s Local On Demand channel 411 and select VOTE WITH 
REMOTE and then COOLEST CREATIONS. From there you’ll see a listing of the 
ten finalists in the contest. Each viewing of Johnny’s video is counted as a vote.

There is no limit to the number of times you can vote, so tune in regularly. 
Voting runs June 7–August 31. Tell your friends to support our Westlake student! 
Go, Johnny, go!

You can also visit Time Warner Cable’s website each week to see the standings 
at www.twcneon.com. 

Johnny Willi of Parkside School 
in Westlake a finalist in regional 
invention contest

Johnny Willi is one of ten finalists in Time 
Warner Cable’s “Coolest Creations” contest. 
Voting runs through August 31 on Local on 
Demand television channel 411.

VOTE FOR JOHNNY TODAY!
Tune to Time Warner Cable’s Local On Demand channel 411 and 
select VOTE WITH REMOTE and then COOLEST CREATIONS.
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by Steve Novak

Immigration reform is a very 
heated topic these days. Arizona 
is probably taking an extreme 

course to remedy a problem that’s 
plagued this country for decades, 
illegal aliens. The majority of illegal 
aliens, who are mostly of Latino 
descent, are hard-working indi-
viduals that take on jobs that most 
“homegrown” Americans won’t take 
because it may require breaking a 
sweat and earning pay that doesn’t 
equal the work performed.

The truth of the matter is that 
most Americans should be thank-
ful for the jobs these people take 
on. They work in the agricultural 
industry which puts food on your 
plate, textile plants that put clothes 
on your back, construction sites that 
put a roof over your head, landscap-
ing companies that make your yards 
look so pristine. 

There are dozens of other jobs 
that many Americans so demeaning 
to do that they would just rather sit 
and collect unemployment or wel-
fare instead of taking on a little hard 
work. What is the motivation for these 
people that come into our country 

illegally? A better life. 
Granted, illegal aliens aren’t 

paying taxes or health care and many 
other things by being unregistered 
in our country and this is not right. 
The punishment for them if caught is 
deportation, and their crime is want-
ing a better life. 

Our legal system is all too willing 
to make plea deals for criminals that 
have committed real crimes against 
the people of this country or amnesty 
to one criminal to give testimony 
about another criminal. White collar 
criminals are treated to minimal 
security prisons, I guess because sub-
jecting them to hardcore criminals in 
maximum security prisons would be 
cruel and unusual punishment.  

We need legislation that gives all 
illegal aliens 90 days to come forward 
and admit their illegal residency and 
give them amnesty for doing so and 
put them on the road to becoming a 
legal citizen, and if they don’t, then 
have them arrested and deported. 
So lets think about showing some 
compassion to the people who do 
some many things for the millions of 
us that we take for granted, and grant 
them AMNESTY. 
Steve Novak lives in Westlake.

Amnesty for illegal aliens
by Nan Baker

With nearly 47,000 jobs lost over the 
past 18 months, my number one 
goal as your state representative is 

to create jobs for nearly 100,000 unemployed 
individuals in our region. My mantra, “It’s all 
about jobs,” has become much more than a 
slogan; it has been my motivation throughout 
the 128th General Assembly as I introduced 
and co-sponsored legislation to put our hard-
working citizens back to work.

I have spearheaded numerous efforts to 
create conditions for economic recovery in 
Ohio. Last fall, I unveiled the “Future of Ohio” 
job creation package, which will keep jobs in 
Ohio and encourage small businesses to expand. 
This package of 10 bills includes a tax credit for 
businesses that expand their payroll and occupy 
a vacant facility, an online resource portal for 
small businesses, and an in-depth study of why 
companies choose to leave the Buckeye state.

However, these efforts alone cannot stop 
the bleeding of jobs out of our borders. Ohio-
ans are among the highest taxed people in the 
nation, which means that our residents have 
less disposable income to invest in our strug-
gling economy. As a result, economic activ-
ity is especially sluggish in our state and job 
growth is stagnant. Reducing the high tax rate 
and improving Ohio’s business climate is only 
possible if we eliminate wasteful government 

spending. Currently, Ohio’s state government 
operates on a bloated budget that exacerbat-
ed the state’s multi-billion dollar deficit and 
blocked our economic recovery.

My colleagues and I are taking steps to 
reduce government spending through two 
important legislative measures: House Bill 65 
requires performance audits of state agencies, 
and House Bill 240 will streamline Medicaid. 
When enacted, HB 65 could save taxpayers mil-
lions of dollars when state agencies put the Audi-
tor of State’s cost-saving recommendations for 
performance audits into practice.

Similarly, HB 240 requires that the state 
follow through on recommendations from the 
Auditor of the State to reduce Medicaid’s inef-
ficiencies. Reforms to the Medicaid system will 
save the state more than $120 million annually. 
Both HBs 65 and 240 are vital components of the 
“Future of Ohio” government reform package, 
which includes many other cost-saving options 
for a sustainable, more balanced budget.

While serving as your family’s voice in The 
People’s House, I have supported legislation that 
will reduce the amount of your tax dollars that 
our state government consumes. I would like to 
see the General Assembly consider the “Future of 
Ohio” job creation and government reform pack-
ages so we can make great strides in recovering 
our economy. 
Nan Baker is the State Representative for Ohio’s 
16th District and lives in Westlake.

Creating jobs for our unemployed neighbors

by Mel Maurer

It never occurred to me back in 1992, when I 
dashed off my first “Letter to the Editor,” that 
it would become the avocation it has for me 

or the grand experiences it would bring me.
I don’t know how many such little opinion 

pieces I’ve written since then – well over a thou-
sand for sure – but I do know that about 600 of 
them have been printed in various publications, 
to name a few: the Observer, The Plain Dealer, USA 
Today, Time, Readers Digest, The National Review, 
Cleveland Magazine, The Sun Papers, West-Life, 
the Nashville Tennessean and other local papers 
and publications.

My topics have included almost anything and 
everything. Once in preparing an introduction for 
a talk I give on my letter writing experiences, I cal-
culated that – in terms of circulation alone, without 
regard for Internet distribution – that over 350 mil-
lion copies of my words have been printed.

After saying that, I always add: “Of these, at 
least 9 or 10 have actually been read.” But in fact, 
it has surprised me over the years in different cities 
and towns, how many readers there are of the 
Letters pages in papers and magazines. I never 
know when I meet someone new, and they say to 
me: “Oh, you’re the guy who writes those letters,” 
what will come next. Agree, disagree? Most say 
they agree but some of those I know are just being 
polite – or maybe just afraid that I’ll write about 
them (never).

My first letter (against Ross Perot’s candidacy 
in 1992) was printed in the Nashville Tennessean. 
(My wife Elaine and I lived outside of Nashville for 
four years before returning to the Cleveland area.) 
The papers there print your address along with your 
name. This meant that readers could, and did, send 
their opinions on your words back to you.

I usually appreciated this feedback – the 
good and the nasty. The supportive letters were 
always signed while the nasty ones never were. 
I did not take seriously the one threat to kill me, 
although the State Police did, nor the offer to meet 
me somewhere so I could get beat up. My last “You 
don’t know anything” unsigned letter came from 
Texas a few weeks ago from someone who read my 
words on the Internet.

Perhaps the most notable responder to one of 
my pieces was the first President Bush. I had writ-
ten a little piece recalling my childhood memories 
of the 1948 Truman election. After it was printed 
locally I sent a copy to the White House where it 
reached the president. He then wrote me a note 
from Air Force One, telling me: “What a great story. 
I loved it!”

I’ve also been concerned, based on respons-
es, at how much some people read into my let-
ters – assuming me to be liberal, conservative, a 
John Bircher, a woman (due to my name, “Mel”), 
anti this or pro that, etc. My good-bye letter to 
my readers in Greater Nashville pointed out this 
problem, telling them I was – and I remain – only 
a mouthy moderate.

I’m proud that my letters have garnered a 
crucial vote in the US Senate, a much needed vote 
in the Tennessee State House, advanced preserva-
tion of parks and historic sites, aided a number of 
charities and influenced political issues, candi-
dates, and elections.

I’m most proud of one piece called “Picking 
up Bricks.” This led to the most and best responses 
I’ve ever received. “Bricks” seems to offer encour-
agement where it is needed. It’s been reprinted 
and copied in a number of publications. The first 
note I received on it – in 1994 – told me of how 
copies of it spread throughout a mental facility, 
somehow offering patients hope.

My experiences through my letters, which are 
ongoing, have included: becoming a political ana-
lyst for a local radio station in Tennessee, a stint 
as a cable TV talk show host in NE Ohio, the offer 
to lead a Grand Jury, moderating several Political 
Roundtables, some efforts to make me a candidate 
or garner my support, and work with a number of 
civic and charitable organizations.

The ability to make a difference is a wonder-
ful thing. You also have that ability. In Part II of 
this series I’ll offer some advice to encourage you 
to express yourself in writing – public writing. The 
Observer provides us a great opportunity to do 
this, as do other Letters pages.

We, the people, need to have our voices 
heard. 
Mel Maurer lives in Westlake and can be reached 
at melmaurer@sbcglobal.net.

by Dianne Borowski

While leafing through the 
Dwyer Center’s latest 
newsletter I noticed a 

visit to the Maltz Museum of Jewish 
Heritage was scheduled for the end 
of July. This was to be a day trip and 
the price was reasonable. Having 
heard nothing but glowing reports 
from friends who had visited the 
museum, I decided to sign up. I 
found it to be a very moving expe-
rience.

On July 29, I was privileged 
to attend the Maltz Museum of 
Jewish Heritage’s current exhibit, 
“Women and Spirit: Catholic Sis-
ters in America,” which traces the 
history of Catholic nuns who immi-
grated to the United States during 
the latter half of the nineteenth and 
early twentieth century. These small 
groups of women left home and 
family to travel to a strange coun-
try in order to help poor and work-
ing class citizens build better lives 
and to share the gift of their faith by 
word, deed and instruction.

The exhibit paints a fasci-
nating picture of those early pio-
neering years to the present. The 
story unfolds through the use of 
numerous photographs, journals 
and artifacts used by the first nuns. 
Of particular interest to me was 
the opening of the first Foundling 
Home in New York City in 1869 by 
the Sisters of Charity. An album is 
on display which contains letters 
written to the sisters by young 
women who couldn’t care for their 
infants. The Foundling Home is an 
early example of providing good 
post-natal care for disadvantaged 
infants, an issue our society still 
struggles with today.

Catholic nuns have always 

worked as teachers, nurses, social 
workers and as advocates of social 
justice, Today, however, they can be 
found in many different occupations 
such as public relations, journalism 
and running small businesses. They 
are wonderful role models, espe-
cially for young people from disad-
vantaged backgrounds. The nuns 
display, by example, that education, 
hard work, faith and determination 
can assist a young person to build a 
successful life.

The Maltz Museum opened on 
Oct. 11, 2005 and its mission is “to 
build the bridges of tolerance and 
understanding by sharing Jewish 
heritage through the lens of the 
Jewish American experience, past 
and present.” In addition to the 
current exhibit the museum offers 
a comprehensive look at Judaism, 
it’s culture and artifacts. Countless 
displays bring to life the customs 
and traditions of an ancient people 
who have contributed so much 
to the history of our country. The 
museum is located at 2929 Rich-
mond Road in Beachwood. For 
information contact 216-593-0575 
or maltzmuseum.org.

I commend the Dwyer Center 
for offering this exceptional expe-
rience. It was an inexpensive and 
practical way for seniors to travel 
to the museum. You need not worry 
about traffic, parking and where to 
go for lunch. All this is taken care of. 
I would recommend seniors con-
sider taking advantage of the Cen-
ter’s day trips. They’re a real bargain. 
Contact the Center at 440-899-3442 
for information. You do not need to 
live in Bay Village to participate. It’s 
an opportunity almost too good to 
be true. 
Dianne Borowski lives in Bay Vil-
lage.

One Senior’s Opinion: Maltz Museum’s 
Catholic nun exhibit an inspiration

Matters of Opinion: Adventures in 
writing letters to editors, Part I

Readers’ Opinions
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by Kay Laughlin

As you sit at the traffic light facing 
east on West Oviatt and Dover 
Center Roads in Bay Village, 

your eyes see a two story brick building 
with a sign that reads “Bay Hair.” To the 
north is a wooden building with a garage 
behind.

Today, these buildings belong to 
the John Peterson family. William (Bill) 
Blaha, who built the buildings, was John 
Peterson’s grandfather. William Blaha 
married Mary Januska in 1908 and their 
daughter, Marie Blaha Peterson, was 
John Peterson’s mother. In 2007, Marie’s 
beauty parlor became the longest con-
tinuing business in Bay Village when it 
celebrated 80 years. Five generations of 
this family have made Bay their home.

In 1914, William Blaha was operating 
a grocery store in Cleveland on East 65th 
St. when Edwards Foods, a wholesale 
food distributor, purchased the Cahoon 
Store from the Wischmeyer family. They 
approached Bill with an offer to move his 
grocery business to the Cahoon Store in 
Bay Village. He accepted and his grocery 
business opened on the first floor with 
the family living quarters upstairs. Bill 
prospered.

With Bill still operating his grocery 
in the Cahoon location, he purchased 
a piece of land from the Cahoon family, 
north of the store. The first building he 
constructed on the site was a double-bay 
auto garage with two Sohio gas pumps 
in front. Sohio advertised that it had a 
dot on its Ohio State road map for every 
township with a gas pump. When the map 
came out, however, the Bay Village loca-
tion wasn’t on it. Bill made sure that the 
next road map Sohio printed had a dot 
locating Bay. You could say Bill was the 
man who put Bay Village on the map.

In 1917, work began on a new bridge 
over Cahoon Creek on Lake Road. Many 
workmen came into the village. There 
being no bank in town, the safe in Bill’s 
grocery was the place to go to secure 
their money. This way the workmen had 
access to their money when the store was 
open. For an emergency, he would open 

day or night. This was not your average 
financial arrangement, however, as true 
to his nature there would be no charge 
for the service. This was always done as 
a courtesy.

Bill built a brick building, in 1926, 
south of the garage and moved his grocery 
business and meat market. The family 
moved into a three bedroom, one bath 
apartment upstairs. Mary could always 
be found behind the cash register and Bill 
behind the meat counter. The family also 
operated a grocery store on Clague Road. 
The building no longer exists.

In the apartment on the second floor, 
Bill and Mary raised their family of four 
girls and one boy; Marie, Marguerite, Jo 
Ann, Millie, and Bill. While in high school, 
Marie was a star basketball player on Bay’s 
championship team in 1926. After gradu-
ation from Parkview School, Marie was 

asked to play 
for a semi-pro 
girl’s basketball team but opted to attend 
beauty school instead. She opened a 
beauty parlor in the wooden building 
north of the alley, in what had been slated 
to be her dad’s meat market.

The Blaha’s grocery store was a family 
enterprise. As both the stores and the 
garage needed workers, grandparents, 
sisters, brothers, cousins and in-laws 
became part of the family business. Joe 
Januska met his future wife on a delivery 
run to the Kreb’s farm in Avon Lake.

When the depression hit in 1929, 
Bill had a thriving business. Friends and 
neighbors Bill had lived among for years 
were now losing their jobs or had their 
wages cut so drastically they didn’t have 
enough money to feed their families. Bill 
began carrying a tab for anyone down 

on his luck. Some tabs were carried for 
years and some tabs never paid back. 
This generosity became a hardship on his 
grocery business, and Bill found himself 
going into debt. Soon he was not able to 
keep up with his own bills, and the store 
closed in 1940 when many customers 
defaulted on their tabs. Some tabs were 
so large that he received the offer of a 
40 acre farm near Warren, Ohio, and an 
apartment building on Madison Ave. in 
Lakewood in exchange for the tab. Bill 
closed the store and put his property up 
for sale.

Despite everything that happened 
with the business, Bill always said, “I 
wouldn’t have done it any other way.”

Mrs. Sylvester purchased the proper-
ty. Marie rented and operated her beauty 
parlor in the wooden building. After the 
grocery store closed, the brick building 
housed the Bay Village Post Office, a TV 
Repair Shop, and Neil O’Conner’s Florist 
on the first floor. In 1963, Marie moved 
the beauty parlor into the brick building. 
Mrs. Sylvester, who married Mr. Hanush-
ak, stayed true to her word with Marie: 
The Peterson family would have the first 
opportunity to buy back the buildings 
should her family decide to sell. In 1985, 
the buildings were purchased by the 
Peterson family. The wooden building 
became “Potpourri,” a popular card and 
gift store, and then a dental lab. 
Kay Rothaermel Laughlin is an author & 
Bay Village historian.

The Peterson Family Buildings on Dover Center Road 

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Bay Bicentennial 10.10.10

The brick building originally housed Blaha’s Grocery Store.

Family Owned
& Operated by the
Lundy Family

24 HOURSERVICE

WESTERN SUBURBS

BAKER MOTORS TOWING
Serving the western suburbs since 1941

216-521-7500

Private party 
room available 
seats up to 
40 people

Arrabiata’s
Italian Restaurant

$5 MARTINIS - Happy Hour: M-F 4-7; Sun 4-8  

$11 EARLY BIRD SPECIALS: MON-FRI, 4-6 

Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

The wooden building, the former gas station and the brick building today.

by Shirley Hostetler

To honor the memory of her good friend and former boss, Judge Harry E. Pickering, Penny Dolski, 
a Bay resident and senior center volunteer donated a Bay Village Bicentennial Flag to the Dwyer 
Memorial Senior Center on Bryson Lane in Bay Village. Penny worked for Judge Pickering for 

more than ten years while he presided in the U.S. Attorney’s Office and as the Administrative Law 
Judge for Health and Human Services. Judge Pickering was a resident of Bay Village for over 50 years 
and a member of the Bay Village Historical Society.

If you or your group would like to become involved with the Bicentennial celebration, call The 
Bay Village Historical Society  - Carole Roske at 440-871-4797 or Dave Tadych at 440-835-1815. Bay’s 
Bicentennial will be celebrated on October 10, 2010 or 10.10.10. 
Shirley Hostetler is Assistant to the Director of the Bay Village Community Services Office.

Penny Dolski, right, and Deborah Bock, Bay Village Community 
Services Director, display the Bicentennial Flag that Penny 
donated to the Dwyer Center in memory of Judge Harry Pickering.

The two-bay gas station

Resident donates Bicentennial flag to    
Bay’s Dwyer Memorial Center
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by Katie Ferman

As we head into the second half of summer, keep 
an eye out for small bundles of twigs and grass-
roots forming in tree branches. Lake Erie Nature 

& Science Center Wildlife Rehabilitation Coordinator 
Amy LeMonds says these are signs of birds that are still 
nesting in northeastern Ohio. Several native species, 
such as the American Goldfinch and Cedar Waxwing, 
construct “cup nests,” named for their distinctive cup-
like shape, in preparation for hatching another round 
of eggs in midsummer. 

New nests in the area mean the appearance of 
fledglings. LeMonds receives hundreds of calls at the 
Center during nesting season about human contact 
with fledgling birds. Many people assume that baby 
birds have full flight capabilities upon leaving the nest; 
however, as Amy reports, this is rarely the case.

“Like most songbirds, goldfinches and waxwings 
spend the first few days after leaving the nest trying 
to learn how to fly,” she told me recently. “These early 
stage birds are called fledglings. People mistakenly 
believe fledglings are hurt or abandoned when they 
are seen hopping around clumsily on the ground. This is 
a particularly vulnerable, yet important, time in a bird’s 
development when they learn everything they need to 
know to be successful adults.”

Amy explains that the birds’ behavior is natural. 
Although more vulnerable to predators, fledglings need 

this time to strengthen their wings. 
In most cases, allowing the bird its 
space gives it the best chance of 
survival. The parents are usually 
nearby but may not tend to the 
babies when humans approach.

So, what should you do when 
you see a fledgling bird?

“Leave it alone,” says LeM-
onds. “These birds have a much 
better chance of survival if you let 
them learn the skills they need for 
survival. In most cases, caring for 
wildlife at home is unlawful and 
it’s usually harmful. For example, 
I often hear of people giving birds 
water. Many species, however, 
get their water from berries and 
insects. Putting water into their 
mouths risks getting fluid into their 
airways, causing pneumonia and 
possibly death.”

Even the best of intentions can lead to bad out-
comes, she says. “If you see a fledgling bird, make certain 
it is truly hurt before handling it. If the bird is injured, 
call our Center. Keep it in a quiet area, and remember 
where you found the bird so that it can be returned, if 
possible. These are the simple steps people can take to 
give these birds the best chance of survival.”

For more information about how to coexist with 
the wild creatures in your backyard visit Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center’s website at www.lensc.org 
and navigate to the Wildlife pages. 
Katie Ferman is a Communications Intern at Lake Erie 
Nature &  Science Center, honors student at the Ohio State 
University and a Bay Village resident.

Insights into baby bird behavior in Northeast Ohio
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center explains common misunderstanding and counsels hands-off approach  

The brown speckled breast on 
this American Robin fledgling 
provides a visual clue that it is an 
immature bird that has just left 
the nest.  Photo by Tim Jasinski

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

The brown speckled breast on 
this American Robin fledgling 
provides a visual clue that it is an 
immature bird that has just left 
the nest. Photo by Tim Jasinski

by Shawn Salamone

The stars will be shining on Sep-
tember 11 at Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center… no matter how 

many clouds fill the sky. The 20th Annual 
Benefit for the Bay Village nonprofit 
invites guests to Discover the Cosmos  
with sparkling out-of-this-world décor 
and views of the constellations inside the 
Center’s planetarium. The event, from 
6:30 to 10:30 p.m., also features tapas 
from around the world by Constan-
tino’s, beer, wine and Cosmos to drink 
(of course!), a stellar silent auction and 
cosmic live music by David Bruns.

“It’s the 20th Annual Benefit so we’re 
going to make it a magical event,” said 
Discover the Cosmos Co-Chair Alison 
Muth.

“We invite everyone who loves 
nature to feast their eyes on the night 
sky and discover the cosmos right in their 
own backyards,” added Benefit Co-chair 
Marianna Orro.

Guests can participate in a raffle that 
could “launch” them to a faraway desti-
nation. Even if you can’t make the party, 
anyone can purchase an out-of-this-

world raffle booklet for $15 with 5 chances 
to win 2 Continental Airlines round trip 
tickets, luminous Sterling silver Chamilia 
charm bracelet from Charles S. Rivchun 
and Sons or a one-of-a-kind “Wild for 
Nature” quilt handmade by Dale Pizer 
Williams and Viva Pizer.

Party attire is casual or guests can 
take a cue from the theme and dress to 
compete in the evening’s galaxy costume 
contest. The Co-chairs say the benefit 
committee is still accepting unique auc-
tion donations as well as Corporate 
Underwriting for the nonprofit Center’s 
biggest fundraising event of the year.

Tickets are $65 per person or Patron 

level support at $300 for 4 tickets. The 
RSVP deadline is September 6. To ask 
questions or charge reservations by 
phone, call 440-871-2900. Use the online 
donation form at www.lensc.org to buy 
tickets, too. Scroll down and select the 
radio button for Annual Benefit Reserva-
tions and fill in the number of tickets 
and payment information.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
is a regional center of excellence that 
features a planetarium, wildlife reha-
bilitation, more than 100 live exhibit 
and educational animals and a wide 
variety of educational class and pro-
gram offerings for all ages, annually 

serving more than 180,000 children and 
adults. The Center is located at 28728 
Wolf Road in Bay Village, in the Cleveland 
Metroparks Huntington Reservation, but 
it is an independent, donor-funded, non-
profit organization. 

Discover the Cosmos at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

August 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
General Meeting of the Northeast Ohio PC Club
Featured presentation: “Digital Photography” by 
Mike Volker. How to enhance your photos, catalog 
and save them, and much more. Meeting is free 
and open to the public. 
Westlake Porter Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

August 12, 7-8:30 p.m.
“Gorgeous Greens” at The Gathering Place
Leafy greens are excellent sources of carotenoids, 
fibers, folate and flavonoids that have been shown 
to decrease the risk of cancer. Example recipes 
include a low-calorie, protein-rich turkey, spinach 
and apple wrap that’s tasty, too.
For more information or to sign up for a class, 
contact The Gathering Place at 216-595-9546 or 
www.touchedbycancer.org. Free to those touched 
by cancer; advance registration is required.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

August 13, 7-9 p.m.
Anizia Karmazyn: “The Nature of Moment” 
BAYarts gallery opening with live music on our 
outdoor stage by the Smokin’ Fez Monkeys. Wood-
cuts and mixed media works on paper, inspired by 
the natural world. Show runs August 13-31.
BAYarts Gallery, 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village

August 17, 4-8 p.m.
Bay Band Boosters Door-to-Door Membership 
Drive
Members of the Bay High School Instrumental Mu-
sic programs will be knocking on the doors of the 
community, soliciting members for the Bay Band 
Boosters and financial support. Bay Band Boosters 
provide uniforms, instruments, music and scholar-
ships to our young musicians. For the eighth year 
Bay Village has been deemed one of the “Best 
Communities for Music Education in America.” 
Please support our instrumental musicians!

August 18 11: a.m.-2 p.m.
Westlake Garden Club August Meeting
Learn to make a live plant/herb wreath at work-
shop following meeting and lunch. Call 440-331-
8722 for details.
Westlake Porter Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

August 18, 6-7:30 p.m.
Parachutes Support Group
Group for children who need ongoing support 
related to cancer in a loved adult family member. 
Advance registration required; call 216-595-9546.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

August 21, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Gathering in the Son Festival
Westlake Christian Church invites the public to its 
seventh annual “Gathering in the Son Festival.” This 
community family festival is completely free. There 
will be pony rides, face painting, games, balloon 

art, D.A.R.E. car, fire truck, great live music and 
food! There will be lots of fun for everyone.  
Westlake Christian Church, 25800 Hilliard Blvd.

August 21, 7-10 p.m.
Young Life 40th Anniversary Celebration & Benefit
If you’ve ever been a Young Life kid, leader, com-
mittee member, donor, parent or friend...you’re 
invited! Join us for hors d’oeuvres, desserts, music, 
hilarity, a silent auction, memories and more. Sug-
gested donation is $10. Register at clevelandwest-
shore.younglife.org or call 440-808-9888.
Westlake Performing Arts Center, 27830 Hilliard

August 22, 7-9 p.m.
BAYarts Outdoor Concert – Jim Gill with Doc 
Dreyfuss and John Soeder
Free concert on BAYarts summer stage. Bring a 
picnic or make a reservation at Vento!
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village


